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NOTE
Welcome

PRESIDENT
Letter from the

The past three years brought 
back many good memories 
as I rediscovered the place 
which, for many years, was 
like my second home. I was 
very happy to witness the 
development that made this 
not only an example of the 
will to strive, survive, and 
overcome challenges, but a 
success, a story of a nucleus 
which evolved to become 
a family of more than 60 
thriving schools all around the world. 

It was a good chance for me to meet and learn about many 
of our esteemed graduates. Many like Emily Nasrallah 
and Clovis Maksoud engraved an imprint in our cultural 
heritage. Many more today have become ambassadors of 
success and achievement and have made the school and 
alumni proud.

The school embraced the alumni. My colleagues and I 
were always amazed at the level of warmth and affection 
we experienced whenever we visited the school and were 
engaged in its amazing activities. We witnessed graduates 
playing the role of counsellors and consultants and we also 
witnessed cries of joy and happiness whenever classmates 
met for their reunions or other activities.

Today, our country is going through a critical period and 
facing many challenges. We as alumni of this esteemed 
establishment have a responsibility, commitment, and 
dedication to the alumni association and are behind    
every step taken.

Thank you and good luck to the new board.

Hana Abu Khadra Salem
ISCAA President

Greetings to all fellow ISC-Choueifat alumni, past, present, and future!

We would like to welcome all of you to the 27th issue of the International School of Choueifat Alumni Association Newsletter. 

In this issue, you will find happy recollections of class reunions, events, school news, and reports from students including 
their successes and scholarships. 

The 2018-2019 academic year witnesses a renewed focus on our archive and we look forward to sharing with you the 
progress made in the upcoming newsletter. Meanwhile, we hope you enjoy reading this issue and wish you all the very best 
for the coming year.
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PINNING CEREMONY

CLASS OF 2010 REUNION

In June 2018, the seniors of the graduating class were 
joined by Mrs. Hana Abu Khadra, the President of the 
Alumni Association, and Mrs. Rima Saab, an active 
board member, who congratulated the Class of 2018 
and welcomed them into the Alumni Association of the 
International School of Choueifat. As part of tradition, 
our pins were distributed along with SAGA cards to all 
graduates.

“Traveling down the memory lane is not eyes filled with tears.
Traveling down the memory lane is a test of time and mind. 
Traveling down the memory lane is a joy of its kind.
It is to rekindle this joy in the hearts of our alumni.”

- Ralph Acosta

On July 20, 2018, we celebrated the 8th anniversary of Class 
of 2010. This event brought back many memories.

On that day, guests started to join around 7:00 p.m. 
Graduates enjoyed the mingling session for a while and then 
the event kicked off with a formal welcome speech about the 
objective of the alumni club and its prospective goals.

Graduates were seen socializing with each other and 
enjoying light conversations throughout the dinner. It was 
a wonderful time with the alumni smiling, laughing, and 
posing for memorable pictures.

Class reunions are a time when graduates come back to 
their dear school to recall old memories, meet their teachers 
and mentors, and socialize with their classmates. The class 
of 2010 Reunion was about cherishing the fact that we are 
connected to people who we grew up with and with whom 
we share special connections.
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CLASS OF 2006 REUNION

The Alumni Association aimed to celebrate Eid El-Adha on August 22nd with the graduates of the Class of 2006 in a place 
that they were very familiar with, their forever second home, ISC-Choueifat!

The return to their school on the 12th anniversary allowed them to see their place in the continuum of time and realize how it 
has changed yet stayed the same.

Between beverages and finger food, they caught up on everything. Occasionally, they toyed with truth when recounting 
some of their high school antics, all in good fun, and keeping the air light. They hoped that more of their classmates would 
join these reunions. The group even asked the Alumni Association to prepare for them the ISC-Choueifat’s famous FRENCH 
FRIES sandwich!

It was a memorable experience!
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SABIS® ALUMNI LEBANON CHAPTER

MEET THE SENIORS OF 2019

On September 24, 2018, SABIS® Alumni Lebanon Chapter was established to promote the interests and welfare of the 
three schools and their alumni. The chapter allows alumni living/studying in the same geographic location to stay in 
touch. The chapter is open to all SABIS® schools from ISC-Choueifat, SABIS® Adma, and ISC-Koura graduates. 

The graduating class of 2019 enjoyed a warm, 
motivational kick-start to the academic year thanks to an 
event organized by the Alumni Association called "Meet 
the Seniors". What added to the motivational element of 
this day is that it was held in the Alumni headquarters, 
allowing the seniors to look up to all the previous 
graduating classes, who have accomplished so much, 
and to look forward to successfully completing their final 
chapter in SABIS® to walk into a world full of countless 
opportunities. Also, the seniors were introduced to the 
SABIS® Alumni Global Association, a concept that allows 
SABIS® graduates to maintain their ties with their mother 
school and benefit from all that it has offered them.
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UNIVERSITY FAIRS

GREEN APPLE DAY OF SERVICE 

University fairs are one of the most anticipated events of the year. The university fair this year was open for undergraduate 
and graduate programs. During several lunch breaks, local and international university representatives from around 
85 different universities set up their stands in the school library. All representatives got ready to meet our high school 
students, who were eager to gather as much information as they possibly can to benefit from in their future careers, as 
well as our alumni, who were invited to attend the fair. The university fair definitely helped widen their perspective about 
their choices of colleges. Among the participants that visited were QS University, The Education Basket, U.S. Educational 
Group, Gulf University, Concordia University, Ohio State University, and New Castle University.

The Green Apple Day of Service is one of the principal 
events here at the “Mother School” where students from 
grades 8 to 12 volunteer in social responsibilities in 
collaboration with Dar Al Handasah, in order to help in the 
development of our green project. The day kicked off with 
a very informative presentation from Dar Al Handasah and 
the Green Apple Day representative, Mr. Ibrahim Kronfol 
’00, and Miss Ghina Annan ‘06.  

Ibrahim Kronfol ’00, received his Bachelor of Engineering 
in Mechanical Engineering from the University of Balamand 
in 2003, then later continued to pursue his Masters in 
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Engineering in Aerospace Engineering. Also, Ghina Annan 
’06, received her Bachelor of Engineering in Mechanical 
Engineering from AUB in 2011, then later continued 
to pursue her Masters in Engineering in Mechanical 
Engineering – Applied Energy from AUB in 2014. 

Volunteers planted seeds around the school and set up a 
rain collecting tank that would be later used to help water 
the garden. Towards the end of the day, our students 
learned essential tips to become more environmentally 
friendly, then received a certificate to reward their hard 
work!!
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CAREER COUNSELLING

Many students make career choices based on the most 
picked career among their peers. They don’t consider what 
they like until it’s too late. 

Alumni career counseling helps students identify and 
compare career options. On October 27, 2018, around 19 
alumni generously gave up their time to provide advice to 
our students regarding career selections, job search,
and internships.

Our successful alumni, who came from different university 
educational backgrounds, shared their experiences with 
students from grades 11 and 12. Our alumni enriched 
the event with their knowledge, advice and experience. 

These alumni were Nadine Abdul Sater Araji ‘06, Nathalie 
Hariz ’10, Mira Safa ‘10, Hussein Hammoud ‘91, Abdo 
Hamade ’08, Nivine Halabi ‘13, Batoul Safieddine ’11, 
Lama Riman ’09, Sirine Alame ’06, Nathalie Awada ’12, 
Riwa Chanouha ’12, Haya Yehya ’10, Ghina Annan ’06, 
Ibrahim Kronfol ’00, Aya Abo Zelof ’16, Dana Abou Ali 
’10, Makram Abou Al Hosn ’03, and Dr. Sarah Halabi ’11.  

Our alumni played an active role in supporting students to 
choose the right career path. We thank all ISC-Choueifat 
alumni who are helping today’s students enhance their 
prospects of carving a career path in areas such as law, 
media and arts, medicine, science, business, NGO’s, 
finance, education, and many more. 

EVENTS
Alumni
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BOOK SIGNING

Tarek Riman, an ISC-Choueifat graduate from 2004, launched and signed his book “The Camino Within”, at the 
Alumni Clubhouse. The Alumni Clubhouse was crowded with the teachers who taught him and his previous classmates 
who all came to join their classmate’s success. All who attended were very proud to see their classmate standing behind 
the podium delivering a speech and talking about the story behind his book.

“The Camino Within” describes the inspiring journey along Camino de Santiago, Spain, which inspired him to write his 
book, furthermore the life lessons he learned along the way.

“The Camino Within” takes you on an adventure through 
30 days and 500 miles of the Camino de Santiago, 
sharing the many revelations and life-changing insights he 
encountered along the way, and inspires you to intentionally 
and actively reflect on your own life in order to take your 
own Camino Within. Tarek is now a professor at Concordia 
University, the founder of a full servicing marketing agency, 
Cap TaiM, as well as the founder of Montrealtips.com. 
Moreover, Tarek donated the proceeds of the first 200 
books to a UN Refugee Agency while the rest were donated 
to The Scholarship Fund of The Alumni Association.

EVENTS
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BEIRUT MARATHON

On November 11, 2018, the Alumni Association of the International School of Choueifat – Choueifat got ready to sweat 
through the streets of Beirut. On this day, alumni ran for a cause titled “We run to educate” … Green was the color of the 
day as the SABIS® team ran together. 

Our alumni participated in the 8km Fun Run. More than one hundred attended the run bringing together families, 
community, and education for a day of fun. Never was there such a great surge of unity, friendship, and positivity as there 
was on that day!

EVENTS
Alumni
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CLASSES OF 1969 & 1967 REUNION

On December 22, 2018, the Alumni Clubhouse was visited by Dr. Ibrahim Khoury ’69, Samir Habbal ’67, Zaki Rahimi ’67 
and Sharifa Sukhen ‘69. After 52 years, the alumni caught up with each other and took a great walk down memory lane, 
laughing and reminiscing about incidents that happened back in the day, remembering them as though it were yesterday.

EVENTS
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“Our 2018 reunion is not over yet. We still have at least 
one more function planned for tomorrow. And if the group 
still has energy to go on, we may have at least one or more 
to add before some of us break away. It is unfortunate that 
a few of us will leave before the School Gala on 27. But 
duties call. I would like to express my sincere thanks and 
gratitude to Barhoum for his efforts to put this occasion 
through. We had a great time visiting the school this 
morning. It brought back fond memories. We were well 
received by the alumni staff and had a great tour. Mr. & 
Mrs. Saad’s home has been turned into a fine museum. 
The football field is still there, although now cemented. The 
boys’ dorms have been turned into a technology learning 
and testing center, the classroom building is still intact 
and I even saw and pictured the hedge from which I fell 

and cut my eyebrow. The airport view, unfortunately, is 
semi blocked now with growing trees, but you still can see 
almost 75% of the view we took for granted for so many 
years ago. Many new modern buildings, but most of what 
was there in the 50s and 60s is still there. I encourage all 
of you to make the visit if you’re ever back in town. It was 
not only the highlight of the day; I am certain it will be 
the highlight of the total visit. The group gave me a nice 
surprise birthday party. How nice... I will try to send more 
pictures of the occasion. It’s very unfortunate that some, 
who planned to attend did not make it. But there is always 
next year In Sha’a Allah. Merry Christmas to all and I wish 
you a very happy, safe, healthy and prosperous New Year.”

- Zaki Rahimi, Class of 1967
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CLASS OF 2018 REUNION

On January 9, 2019, and during their visit to Lebanon, the Class of 2018 IP reunited at Roadsters, Beirut for the first 
time after graduating. Graduates mingled, shared stories, and caught up with each other. The alumni that gathered are 
currently studying at national and international universities. We wish you all the best on your journey in life.

EVENTS
Alumni



13

SABIS® ALUMNI LEBANON CHAPTER GALA DINNER 

For the first time ever, on December 27, 2018, alumni from ISC-Choueifat, SABIS® Adma, and ISC-Koura gathered at 
the Four Seasons Hotel in Beirut for the biggest reunion to date. Over 450 attended from all three campuses, including 
SABIS® board members, - Mr. Carl Bistany ‘71, Mr. Victor Saad ‘86, Mr. Ralph Bistany ‘01, and Mr. Mehdi Kanso ‘95 – 
SABIS® Alumni Association board members – Mrs. Hana Abu Khadra Salem ‘73, Maitre Hassan Keshli ‘98, Dr. Toufic 
Eid ‘76, Mrs. Rima Saab ‘79, Mrs. Olfat Sabeh ’75,  and Mr. Marc Daou ’97, SABIS® administrators, and teachers from 
all three campuses. 

Alumni began the night mingling and reminiscing with old classmates and their teachers, then proceeded to the venue 
for the main event. The Gala Dinner was hosted by no one other than Rami Zeidan ‘00. Initiated with the Lebanese 
National Anthem, the evening included speeches from the Alumni Association President, Mrs. Hana Abu Khadra Salem, 
SABIS® board member and Alumni Association Vice President, Mr. Victor Saad, testimonials from Mr. Bayan Rafeh ‘97, 
Emil Mouawad ’06, and Roy Beiruti ’15.

The evening proceeded with performances by talented students and alumni from all three campuses and was 
complemented with a four-course dinner. The performances had a wide variety of talents from singing to dancing, dabke, 
and violin and accordion medleys.

EVENTS
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After the exquisite performances, all attendees stood and raised their candles as a sign of legacy, appreciation, and 
pride in unity with SABIS® to the song “You Raise Me Up.” The night continued with laughter, amusement, dancing, and 
a cake. The cake was cut by the board members, as Ramy Ayach, husband of an ISC-Choueifat alumni, Dalida Ayach, 
performed while everyone else danced the night away. 

EVENTS
Alumni
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GRADUATION CEREMONY

On June 28, 2018, ISC-Choueifat was honored to hold another graduation ceremony for our 100 graduate students! 
After years of hard work and dedication, a final chapter is to be written.

Joy? Fear of the unknown? Feeling proud and victorious? Such feelings filled the atmosphere as the Class of 2018 
stepped the stage. 

The ceremony started by an inspiring speech delivered by 
Mr. Victor Saad and our director Mr. Ghassan Abdel Baki. 
They were followed by our valedictorian Karim Farhat who 
dazzled the audience and his classmates by delivering an 
emotional and truthful speech thanking his friends and 
SABIS® for the memorable journey.

Diplomas were handed out, photos were taken, and finally 
caps were thrown in celebration of a new tomorrow!
Our new Alums, unsurprisingly, have made us proud with 
their 2018 high school graduation achievements!
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FOUNDER’S DAY

From its humble beginnings in an abandoned silk factory, ISC's educational journey has been and will continue to be a 
long and exciting journey. Like all journeys, it had its ups and downs, joy and sorrow, but it has maintained its upward 
course at all times.

One hundred and thirty-three years ago, Rev. Tanios Saad convinced Miss Louisa Proctor, a middle missionary, that the 
relief work she was doing to improve the status of women would only have temporary effect. Thus, he convinced her to 
provide women with education to empower them. Shortly after, they put their meager resources together and decided to 
start a school for girls. The school opened its doors on October 15, 1886.

Founder’s Day became a cherished tradition that has been practiced every year since the silk factory was transformed into 
a school. On that special day, seniors, teachers and representatives of the administration gather elegantly and celebrate 
the past years with respect and pride.

The ceremony commenced with an encouraging speech by Mrs. Frida Ghibril who motivated the seniors to make a 
difference while completing their last year. The speeches were followed by musical performances by some of our talented 
seniors. Every new cohort of seniors proves how generations have changed over time since 1886.
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FUN DAY

“SAIF 840” – صيف ٨٤٠, "SCHOOL PLAY PERFORMED 
BY ISC-CHOUEIFAT STUDENTS & GRADUATES"

Fun day is always a treat for the younger generation of 
ISC-Choueifat students. Students gather in school on a 
beautiful sunny Saturday and enjoy all the games and fun. 
It truly was a joy bringing a smile to the children’s faces on 
October 6, 2018.

With talent, passion, and dedication, a Rahbani masterpiece was brought back to life. Our students never fail to amaze 
us. It was a night full of colors, music, and most importantly excellence that ended up rewarding our very own actors by a 
standing ovation from parents, staff, and the esteemed Antoine Kerbaj, William Haswani, Antoine Abou Jaoude, Antoine 
Ghandour, and Afif Chaya.
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CHRISTMAS CHOIR

On December 17, 2018, our sister school in Adma organized an impressive Christmas Choir event conducted by Harout 
Fazlian. The Christmas Choir is an event that spread the spirit of the season to the staff, parents, and students that attend 
the event. Whether solos or as a choir our students from Grade 1 till 12, with their hard work and talent, turned the event 
into an unforgettable one.

We were so delighted to have a number of our alumni amongst us. The orchestra enchanted us with their performance 
and created a wonderful atmosphere.

NEWS
School
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KARIM ABI SAID

Congratulations to our SLO®’s Academic Deputy Head Prefect, Karim Abi Said, who came second in the Lebanese Math 
Olympics and 3rd in the Arab Math Olympics. Karim competed with all representatives from Arab countries in KSA end of 
November and managed to grab a medal. We are very proud of you. 

NEWS
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FOCUS
In

“AL MAKAN” BY EMILY NASRALLAH ‘51

Emily Nasrallah, God rest her soul, a graduate of the International School of Choueifat – Choueifat in 1951, proved that 
women are taking the world by storm, present or not.

The Issam Fares Hall at the American University of Beirut was filled with innovators, intellectuals, media professionals, 
university professors, and the late novelist’s family literature who received the postal stamp issued by the Ministry of 
Culture, bearing a cartoon of "Birds of September".

Emily's new book "Al Makan" was released by Dar Konboz; a book that was published after her death. The book launching 
was attended by a delegation from the International School of Choueifat – Choueifat which included the principal, Mr. 
Ghassan Abdel Baki, Ms. Lina Fayed, and the alumni club represented by Ms. Hana Abu Khadra Salem, Ms. Zeina Abou 
Zelof, and Ms. Olfat Al Sabeh.

It is worth mentioning that Emily was awarded the Order of Rice at the rank of "Commodore" by the President of the 
Republic General Michel Aoun, before she left us.
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Look out, we’re moving!
Don’t worry though, we’re still home!

Moving the Alumni Office to the Alumni 
Club House has been one of our chapter’s 
greatest aspirations and it’s a true 
validation. Hopefully, future success and 
lifelong memories are only in our path for 
the upcoming year of 2019.

AHMAD KOUSSA − 
CLASS OF 2010

Ahmad is in his final year in dental 
school at Nova Southeastern 
University in the United States.

He says, “When I came from the 
States to complete my final two 

years of high school with an ambition to become a dentist, 
my experience at ISC-Choueifat was very challenging. 
However, graduating with my doctorate is very much owed 
to ISC-Choueifat.”

NELLY AWAD − CLASS 
OF 2009

Nelly Awad, Class of 2009, an ISC-
Amman alumna has been named 
an Obama Foundation Scholar, 
one of 25 rising young leaders 
from across the world selected by 
the Obama Foundation.

Hopefully more success to come Nelly!

AMIN SALAM − CLASS 
OF 1998

Amin Salam, from the Class of 
1998, graduated from Sagesse 
University with an LLB and moved 
to Cambridge to attain an LLM, 
and finally attained a degree in 
International and Comparative 

Law from George Washington University Law School. He 
is now a managing director at Ankura in Washington DC. 
He has over 15 years of experience in global business 
development and is a legal expert. At the moment, Amin 
is the Vice President of the National US-Arab Chamber 
of Commerce, and has served as the primary liaison 
between the United States and the 22 countries in the 
Middle East North Africa (MENA). Prior to this, Amin 
was appointed to serve as Senior Economic and Policy 
Advisor for Maryland Commission for Middle-Eastern 
American Affairs. Additionally, Amin has led trade and 
investment missions in over 25 countries in partnership with 
Departments of State and Commerce in order to support 
U.S. government economic initiatives with a focus on the 
Free Trade Agreement (FTA) countries.  Moreover, Amin was 
awarded the President of the United States “E” Star Award, 
which is the highest recognition that a U.S. entity can 
receive for supporting export activity. This was the first time 
in the awards 54-year history this title was awarded to a 
personnel from a Chamber of Commerce that is dedicated 
to US-MENA relations.
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RAND GHIBRIL − 
CLASS OF 2012

Rand Ghibril, Class of 2012, was 
selected as one of ten architecture 
and design scholars that were 
granted the opportunity to attend 
the Norman Foster Foundation 
Urban Mobility Workshop in 

Madrid, Spain in September 2018. The selection was a very 
competitive process and Rand was selected from hundreds of 
applicants worldwide. Congratulations Rand on your success!

SOUAD HAMEDE − 
CLASS OF 2011

Born in Canada, and raised in 
Lebanon, Souad graduated in 
2011 from SABIS® with high 
ambitions to become a successful 
cosmetologist. She has a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Pharmacy 

from the Lebanese International University and an MSc 
in Formulation Science-Cosmetics from the University of 
Greenwich in England. Her dissertation revolved around 
the formulation of an anti-aging eye cream using a natural 
plant source. Coty Inc., one of the world’s leading beauty 
companies and owner of 77 brands including Max Factor, 
Cover Girl, Bourjois, and Rimmel invited Souad among 4 
other students from Europe to attend an open day in the 
manufacturing of color cosmetics. Later, she landed an 
interview with Estee Lauder Companies and after they saw 
how passionate she was about skin care and cosmetics 
with an intellectual background they made an exception to 
offer her a part-time and temporary job at the company in 
London. Also, being an official member of the Academy of 
Pharmaceutical Sciences (APS) in the U.K, she was invited to 
attend a networking event by Astra Zeneca in Scotland and 
the finale of the 2018 FIP conference.

RENATE MHANNA − 
CLASS OF 2005

Renate Mhanna, Class of 2005 
at the International School 
of Choueifat – Choueifat. 
She was known for her great 
involvement in the SABIS Student 
Life Organization® (SLO®). 

After earning her Bachelor’s Degree from the Lebanese 
American University 2011, she started her career with the 
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young architecture firm PARALX. Upon applying herself, 
she was instantly noticed for her innovative concepts, 
proactive spirit, and strategic problem-solving skills. Only 
after one year, Renate became an associate architect, 
leading the design on many of the firm’s projects to win 
various awards such as the AIA Next LA awards in Los 
Angeles, the Cityscape Global awards, the prestigious 
AR MIPIM awards in Cannes, France and the Middle 
East Architect Awards in Dubai, UAE. Her work was also 
featured in many renowned periodicals such as Mark 
Magazine, Architectural Digest, Archdaily, Middle East 
Architect Magazine, and L’Orient Le Jour. This year, Renate 
is proud to be announced as partner at the firm where 
she honed her craft. With a more assured grasp, she is 
determined on attaining, designing, and delivering more 
groundbreaking, and forward-thinking projects. The young 
acclaimed architect, is newly wed to former student of the 
International School of Choueifat in Abu Dhabi, and young 
businessman, Marwan Youssef Ghaith.  

SULTAN RAYDAN − 
CLASS OF 2004

Congratulations to Sultan Raydan, 
Class of 2004, for winning 2nd place 
at the IFBB Venice Pro Qualifier Cup.  

GHASSAN BOUZ − 
CLASS OF 2002

Ghassan appeared in several 
movies like Contract to Kill (2016) 
with Steven Segal. He performed in 
the most prestigious music festivals 
and collaborated with Anton Pann 
Ensemble, Teodora Enache, Daniele 

di Bonaventura, Ilham Madfai, Lekhfa, Theodosii Spassov, 
Roots Revival, and other artists in Lebanon, the Arab World, 
and in Europe. In parallel, he is the Recruitment Manager 
at Oracle -IT leading corporation.

Ghassan contends that even if you studied something
like business administration, it doesn’t have to be
your lifetime career. Keep up the good work, Ghassan!
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Congratulations to our 
alumni, Tala Alameh 
Class of 2013 and 
Mokhtar Doughan 
Class of 2008, on their 
engagement. May the 
love you share, grow 
stronger as you grow 
old together.

Congratulations Rayan Nasreddine, 
Class of 2008, and Nagham Souki 
on your engagement! You make 
a wonderful couple. Wishing that 
this be just the start of a long and 
wonderful journey together.

Congratulations Sahar Hamdan, 
Class of 2014, on your new born 
baby: Ali Itani.

Congratulations Dayan Bouhairy, 
Class of 2010, on your wedding! 
Best wishes to a happy life together. 
May the love you share, grow 
stronger as you grow old together.

Congratulations to Mohammad 
Kheir Fathallah, Class of 2011, and 
Nivine Fanach on your wedding. 
Best wishes to a happy life together. 
May the love you share grow 
stronger as you grow old together. 

Congratulations to Renate Mhanna, 
Class of 2005, and Marwan Ghaith 
on your wedding which took place 
on 21/07/2018. Best wishes to a 
happy life together. May the love 
you share grow stronger as you 
grow old together.

Congratulations Sarah Karam, 
Class of 2003, on your new born, 
Dany Saad. Dany was born on 
October 29, 2018 at Winston, 
Salem, North Carolina.

Congratulations to Firas Arab, 
Class of 2004, on your wedding 
which took place on 8/8/2018. We 
also wish you the best! May the love 
you share, grow stronger as you 
grow old together.

Congratulations
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PICTURES OF THE SCHOOL FROM 1966 BY GHASSAN RADWAN.

MEMORY LANE
A walk down 
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Testimonials
MY VISIT TO THE NATIONAL COLLEGE OF SHWEIFAT

October 2017
My name is Leila Jarjoura, Class of 1949.

I do not know where and how to begin my story but, I know 
that I am a very lucky woman to have the chance, after so 
many previous obstacles, to visit my school after sixty-six 
years of yearning to do so. What better feeling than sensing 
as if I never left the premises nor the beautiful memories 
of the period I spent there as a boarding student between 
1948-1951 before we had to leave to Nazareth, where I 
have been living since. I do not like to write the reasons of 
why and how we left as it will be painful for me and boring 
for you.

First of all, I thank God for being able to make the visit after 
so many long years.

Second, I will begin with my endless gratitude and 
appreciation to dear Professor Wadih Jureidini, who lectures 
at the AUB, and Professor Ray Jureidini who used to teach 
at AUB. Ray is my first cousin on my mother’s side. They 
both made my visit the limelight of my trip and made my 
long-life dream come true. The only setback was that the 
school was closed on Saturday and Mrs. Leila Saad was not 
there. She is a very dear person to me and happens to be 
my mother’s second cousin on her mother’s side. I hope to 
go back again to Lebanon and get the chance to see Leila 
Saad, her sisters, and whoever is around from old times 
who still remembers me.

I was so excited to meet Wadih for the first time. He picked 
Ray and me up from Beirut to drive us to ISC-Choueifat, 
where he also studied as a child. I talked to Wadih as if I 
have known him all my life. What was more interesting was 
when I mentioned the names of some of our teachers, he 

immediately responded and gave me details about them 
despite the big age gap between us, yet he knew a lot about 
the teachers who seemed to have continued teaching until 
retirement. He even showed me Salim’s Khoury closed small 
shop where we used to buy our soft drinks, ice creams, and 
snacks. On our way from Beirut to Choueifat, Wadih was 
our guide and he gave us information about each town, 
village, and place we passed through. To me, of course the 
roads and routes to Choueifat have changed.

The most exciting event was when we arrived at the gate 
and entrance to the college. Can you imagine my feelings 
when I saw and entered the property of the school? I 
cannot describe my mixed emotions; happiness, joy, thrill, 
excitement, and sadness all at once. Nevertheless, I went 
around the buildings showing Wadih & Ray where the 
dorms were previously, seeing the change of our dorms into 
classrooms for the primary classes. I went around where we 
used to study and where we had our meals. There are more 
new buildings now but I miss the Oasis building where we 
used to have our recreation. We used to play ping pong, 
other indoor games, have coffee, and spend free time with 
other students and friends. 

The Saad House is still the same. I had pictures taken of 
myself and the buildings all over to show my family and 
everybody else whom I know back home. After finishing 
running through the college premises, Wadih took us 
around town and showed us where our grandparents used 
to live, the well, and other places. After that, he drove us 
through different villages up to Shimlan where we had lunch 
at the Rock’s restaurant. It was really the most fantastic, 
exhilarating, and unforgettable day of my life. Thanks again 
to Wadih and Ray whom I would love to see again.
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IN MEMORY OF TALAAT RISHANI '67

Talaat Rishani was a graduate of the International School 
of Choueifat – Choueifat, Class of 1967. Known for his 
positive spirit, he was loved by all his friends. He received a 
BA in economics and from AUB. 

With deep sorrow we regret to announce that Mr. Talaat 
Rishani passed away on June 18, 2018.

May God rest his soul and give solace to his family. He will 
be missed.

Reposting some of Talaat’s friend’s words 

“I was walking with Talaat during the 10:00 a.m. break 
and it must have been Term 2 of the 1966/67 academic 
year. We had just received Term 1 results and Talaat had 
noticed that both my marks and my discipline record had 
been regressing for a while. I never forget what Talaat 
told me during that walk - he said something like ‘Saad, 
your worth was that you did well in your studies and that 
your discipline was good; now that you are not doing well 
in either, you have lost your worth - pull yourself together 
before it is too late’" 

- Saad Abushakra, Class of 1967

“God rest his soul, I was fortunate to have had the 
opportunity to visit him at his home with Munir during my 
last visit to Beirut. He will be missed by all of us. May God 
give his family the patience and solitude.” 

- Talal Agha

MEMORIAM
In

IN MEMORY OF 
JUHAINA YAKZAN ‘70

Juhaina Yakzan, God rest her soul, 
was not only a graduate of the 
International School of Choueifat – 
Choueifat in 1970, but was also a 
reputable figure at several schools, 
after pursuing her Master’s degree 

and continued her teaching journey at LAU and AUB.

She was known for her ambitious and influential personality, 
as well as her dedication to teaching and research at AUB.

With deep sorrow we regret to announce that Mrs. Juhaina 
Yakzan passed away on October 4, 2018.

IN MEMORY OF MAYSSAM SAAD

Mayssam Saad, God rest her soul, passed away on 
December 9, 2018. May our condolences be with her family.

IN MEMORY OF 
MOHAMMAD TLAISS 
‘04

Mohammad Tlaiss ‘04 was not 
only a beloved family member, but 
was also great friend and we’re 
sorry to hear of his passing. Our 
deepest condolences to his family 

and friends. All school faculty and staff pay their deepest 
condolences and wish peace be upon his soul.
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Mission of the Alumni Association of 
the International School of Choueifat

To create and reinforce lifelong intellectual, professional, 
and personal connections among its members, to serve the 
community and to strengthen the link between the alumni 
and their alma mater.

Office Announcement:

Stay in touch and send us your stories to:
P.O. Box: 5004-5611/5612, Charles Saad Street, 
Choueifat, Lebanon
Tel: +961 5 430 430, 433 253 Fax: +961 5 433 254 
WhatsApp number: +961 76 891681
E-mail: iscalumni@sabis.net
www.iscalumni.com  

ASK FOR YOUR MEMEBERSHIP CARD:
Be an active member and benefit from the school 
campus and alumni clubhouse; and participate in 
alumni committee elections. 

Stay tuned for our upcoming exhibitions, anniversary 
events, lectures, workshops, dinners, reunions, trips, and 
much more 

Follow us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/
ISC.Alumni.Association/

SEEKING CLASS REPRESENTATIVES:
The Alumni Office is seeking class representatives for 
different years. To volunteer, call us on
+961 5 430 430 or +961 3 672 829

President,
Hana Abu Khadra Salem
’73

Secretary and accountant,
Hassan Keshli
’98

Board Member,
Rima Saab
’79

Board Member,
Mark Daou
’97

Vice President,
Victor Saad
’86

Treasurer,
Dr. Toufic Eid
’76

Board Member,
Olfat El Sabeh
’75

Alumni Board:

Alumni Newsletter
Committee:

Aida Bishouti Zakka ’67
Eyad Abu Chakra ’89
George Azar ’71
Dr. Hana Fayad ’72

Dr. Hala Ahmadieh ’2000
Haya Yheya ’10
Ibrahim Khoury ’67
Yehia Hmadeh ‘06

GET INVOLVED
Alumni who volunteer to share their knowledge and experience play a key role in supporting current students and recent graduates, as well 
as providing them with a valuable network of contacts for the future. Here are some great ways in which you can get involved.

JOIN ALUMNI CAREERS
We would be delighted to hear from all our alumni who are willing to share their experiences in the working field. If you are an owner of 
your organization and you can offer internships or job vacancies to support our alumni, I’m sure they would be honored to be considered!

SHARE YOUR KNOWLEDGE AND SPEAK AT CAREER EVENTS
We consider the contributions made by many alumni who generously give up their time to come back to campus and share their 
experiences our utmost priority. The Alumni Association coordinates an increasing number of events and programs throughout the year 
which gives students the opportunity to hear from speakers in a wide range of career paths.

HOW TO GET INVOLVED?
VIA EMAIL - IN PERSON

If you can provide support in person or via email, we would love to hear from you. Please email us at iscalumni@sabis.net.




